Stapled explant of the Jarvik 2000 left ventricular assist device.
Currently the most common indication for placement of a left ventricular assist device is as a bridge to heart transplantation. One of the new generation axial flow left ventricular assist devices is the Jarvik 2000. This device is placed in the apex of the left ventricle and the outflow graft passes through the left pleural space and is anastomosed to the descending thoracic aorta. The course of the outflow graft presents technical challenges during explant for heart transplantation. Opening the posterior pericardium and use of a vascular stapler to control the outflow graft at the level of the descending thoracic aorta facilitates easy explantation.